‘ 25X1
Approved For Release 20 : = 01000040028-2

BIC BEIEFING 26 raguast IME
NE:R EABT AREE RACE

x. Basir's Uik and Israsl apparastly both recognize the dossibiliow
of 3 show~down develeping hetwoen them should the aituation in
Jordan get eut of costrol.

A. lIswssli leaders Bave repeatedly said that they caanot tola=:te
heing surrounded by states under Nasir's control, and the
Isrseli pudlic has long been conditiomed to the "necessity®
for wnilitsry sotion to improve Israsl’s position shomld
sanirelemsnt thresten.

B. Nassir has said that if Iarael woved into Joxdaa, the U R
“of course” esould have to Light; while this say well de
bluff and while Nasir is ne doudt awsre that the U2R is
still weaker nilitarily than Isrsel, he would prebably fest
under real pressure to do sowmething militarily te counter
an Israsli wmove.

I1. Agsianst thiz backgrouad, both the UAR and Israel have moved in
the last tvo montha to aeguire wmore and better arws. Beth
apparently fesred that the recent session of the Urited Nations
Soneral issembly wight result ia aa aras eubargo over the Hear
Rant.

DIA review(s) completed.
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the PAR has received substantial arms deliveries frowm the

Sovist Blec in receant weels, and that it is sesking wmore.

A. In the past six weeks, the Sovist Snion hus dolivered teo

the UAR's Syrian region,

whish have included:

1.
3.

3.
4.,

50 to 60 T-54 sedium tanks.

Over 150 srtillery pieces, some of which were antitaak

and antiatrevaft weapons,

Probably s squadren (abeut 13) of MIG-17 jeti fighters.

As of now, the Soviet Bloc has

supplied the U:R with some 3400,000,000 worth of arms
(3$250,000,000 to Egypt aad $150,000,008 to Byris).
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1¥. The Isrnelis are slmost certainly aware both of the resceant
deliverias to the UAR and of the additional UAR reguests, Thej
had ¢arlier told our air attache in Tel Aviv they were particulerly
concerasd over the possibility that the UAR might get MIG-19's.
A, The Israelis, in their tarn, are asking the U8 aad Westersn

European countries for sore and better arms, inmeluding:

1. 200 tanks, 350 antitank receilless rifles, 600 half-
tracks, 2 or 3 swesll submarises (300-800 tens),
helicopters and traaspert planes, newer jet fighters
(fzom Franco), signal eguipment, 809 irucks, ind anti-
sirerait guided uissiles (the Isrselis mention the Nike]).

2. The French, cooling = little towsrd Isrsel sivce De
Ganlls came t¢ power, nonstholess appear willing to
"homor” their "commliiments” to the Israelis. Frenca-
Israsli military arrangements have heen closely held
since Suex.
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3. The British are reporied to be willing to sedl Israel
half-tracks and two small submarines. Further nres
talks are now ln progress is London.

Y. Thus the arms reace that began ia earnest with.!iitr's deanl
with the Soviet Bloc three years sage coatinues unabated.
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